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Those that have viewed our recent Facebook posts will be aware of the amazing work
that has been done to improve the school surrounds. Mr Cameron Mills from the TAS
Faculty has worked tirelessly to co-ordinate a team of Mirvac employees to come to
the school as part of their National Community Volunteering Day. A group of twenty
planted out the garden area of G Block then undercoated the newly rendered walls in
readiness for a mural. The Bushlink team (a local community group that transitions
disabled boys into landscaping careers) worked with our environment committee led
by Ms Evronia Tadros and prepared the area removing many of the exotic species.
The Visual Arts team worked on the weekend to commence the first stage of the mural
installation (see photos). Mr Boylan introduced the “Street Art” component to the Year
10 Visual Arts curriculum. The boys worked with a number of professional artists in
designing the mural as part of the school’s improvement program Inspire.
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The newly planted G Block Garden and art students working on the
mural
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The mural continues the “Inspire” concept in which students participate in the school
improvement program.

Could I also take this opportunity to thank our CLUBB Team for their hard work cleaning
up the school in 2017 and to give notice that the last working bee is coming up on the
26th November;

The next CLUBB day is here!
Following on from the last successful Clean Up Bally Boys Day we are on again - Sunday 26th
November at 1pm.

We will be doing some Gerni-ing and also some Gardening!
Please come to the school armed with your Gerni, ladder and hoses and/or
your best gardening tools!
There will be some refreshments too!
For any questions please call Mark Sablatnig on 0412 982 617
Thank you and see you there!

The P&C have formed a sub-committee on which I am sitting to look into ways to improve
communication between the school and it’s community. While feedback from the last
parent survey was quite glowing in terms of the school’s administration, there were some
concerns about the need for more communication with the year 7 families for the
transition into high school.
We are looking at a balance between notifying parents of important events and not taking
responsibility away from the boys. Comments such as “..if I had to wait for my son to tell
me I would never find out” or “he never brings home the information so I need to ….”
have been common this year. Unfortunately Balgowlah Boys is about teaching the boys
how to learn. So parents need to step away from them as much as possible, as good
parenting is also about finding that balance. Enabling the boys to stand on their own as
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much as possible and sometimes they will make mistakes and sometimes they will fail.
And sometimes these are the most important lessons they will have at school!
Later in this newsletter there are some basic steps of how students and parents can log in
to Canvas, the schools new Learning Management Platform. While parents will not be
provided with a log in they may view materials the school has published through their sons
log in.

Deputy Principal’s Report
We are now well into the final term of 2017. The junior years have completed their
exams and are beginning their final weeks of the academic year. I have been very
impressed with all years on how they remained focused for the entire length of the
exams. This will auger well for future examinations. I’m pleased that our new HSC
candidates have also settled to task and are working solidly. Good luck to our current
Year11’s who are now working on their first HSC content area and first assessment task.
To ensure our new HSC candidates have absolute clarity regarding the timing and nature
of each assessment task, the boys have each received an HSC Assessment Schedule
booklet. They will also have all their assessment task notifications placed on Canvas, our
learning management platform. This can be accessed through your sons login
This week, Year 7 have been attending a careers workshop and researching careers
within the context of gaining a deeper understanding of their own preferences. In Week
Eight, Yr7 will be involved in the Conquest of the Worlds tournament. This project has
been enormously successful and I know our current Yr7’s will research and present a fine
analysis of their chosen civilization. The boys will battle it out as History comes out of the
classroom; the boys recreate some of the most dominant societies through time and
compete in the Conquest of the World. I’m hoping for an Ancient Egyptian victory this
year.
Year 9 are receiving peer support training so that they can assist our younger students
navigate their way through the early years of high school. I’m very proud of their ability
to develop empathy.
As a deputy I am also very pleased with the way in which our boys are working right up
to the end of the year- and with a minimum of fuss.
Ian James
Deputy Principal
Careers Report
Year 7 Design Your
Careers Workshops
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21st century lives and careers are
very different. They are complex,
ever changing and non-linear.
These interactive workshops
provided our Year 7 students with
the inspiration and skills to,
explore, design and navigate their
own future.

The evidence base proves that
acquiring these skills has immediate
positive benefits on wellbeing and
academic engagement, and the
inspiration and excitement about this
opportunity for exploration was evident
in the students throughout workshops.

The students loved the opportunity to
consider the future of work, and the
implications of artificial intelligence and
machine learning, the excitement of
opportunities available through
entrepreneurship and discover many of
the exciting job roles of the future.
They considered what makes them
unique as a person and a learner and
how to apply knowledge in pondering
how they would like their future to look.
As a result, each student now has an
action plan outlining future possibilities
and identify goals to help them get there!
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The following steps may help parents interested in logging in to Canvas
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